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And in addition to providing excellent patient care and cutting edge medical solutions, you are also
expected to capture, store, and secure the health and medical data of your patients.

actionable tools and assessments you can use to ensure the highest level of protection for your company.

HIPAA to HITECH
Information (PHI), the following two pieces of legislation guide how you should secure and protect your
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The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) is a law that establishes certain protections
Title I of the law offers health insurance protection to employees and their families in the event of a layoff
or job change. Protection includes access to healthcare and the portability and renewability of insurance
coverage.
electronic healthcare information storage. The purpose of this law is to prevent healthcare fraud and
abuse, simplify the administrative approach to PHI, and establish a common medical liability release.

The Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act (HITECH) is Title XIII of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. This section of the law allocates government funds to
promote and expand the adoption of health information technology and digital storage. The result of this
protect.
protecting two important parties: your patients and your business.

monetary schemes such as opening new bank accounts, lines of credit and credit cards. This data can also
be used for targeted phishing attempts and blackmail opportunities, which can further compromise your
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The main purpose of the auditing process is to make sure that your company cannot unintentionally leak
As a company that stores PHI, you may experience the following two kinds of audits:

1
audits have no police involvement because they are considered to be informal events.
If you experience a random audit, HHS simply wants to look at your documentation. However, if you

2
Formal audits are often the result of a police investigation due to a security breach. These
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Reporting a breach will not necessarily trigger an audit or an investigation, but HHS will interview your
pertinent legislative

1.
2.
storage, backup, and recovery processes.)
3.

HITECH audit team that you put a reasonable amount of effort into protecting your data, which can
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there are a number of resources you can use to make the process a little more manageable. Here is a list
opportunities for improvement.

1
Network Health Assessment. This assessment functions
as a starting point for any business that currently works with PHI or may work with PHI in the future.

variety of threats to your data security. These threats may take the form of out of date and poor
vulnerable to attack. Rather than wonder whether you are prepared to face network security threats
such as malware, viruses, or malicious attacks, you can use a Network Health Assessment to
capture a comprehensive assessment of what machines you have, how many you have, and what
you have on them. This allows you to have a better understanding of your current situation as well
as start to identify potential areas for concern that may need to be addressed.

Page 7

2
A Network Assessment Risk Report begins with a straightforward evaluation of your current security
process, technology, and infrastructure and points out where you might experience problems in
the future. Example evaluations might include the age and condition of your servers and network
infrastructure, as well as password strength and System Event Log analysis.
maintaining employee access for former employees and new employees. Securing the permissions
settings on your computer will allow you to maintain greater control over how your machines are
manipulated by both human factors and malware factors.

results of your Network Health Assessment can also help you approach your internal security testing
in the most effective way possible.

3
Another option for security assessment is an External Vulnerability Scan, which is a report that
provides preventative information about network points that may be vulnerable to exploitation.
During this assessment, the IT team scans available Internet Protocols (IPs) on your network to
combinations that hackers use to gain access to these ports and entrance to your network. The
result is a deeper awareness of which ports need to be open and which do not, leading to a better
understanding of how to monitor your vulnerabilities for intrusion opportunities.
Many of the DIY vulnerability scanning tools on the market, such as WireShark are complex to use,
so we recommend you proceed with care. In many instances it can be more cost effective to deploy
a team of experts to review your vulnerabilities and deliver a comprehensive report.

4
Social Engineering Penetration is another effective kind of threat assessment tool. The process is
similar to that of a traditional Secret Shopper. First, you place two fake medical records into your
fax, and insisting that the person would want them to have the information.
management to review the approval processes in place and identify gaps in employee training that
need to take place before a breach actually occurs. Second, it allows employees to practice this
system with fake data to prevent real threats from occurring.
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5
physical security environment. In this assessment, IT professionals walk through your environment
access of the building including your security systems, what information can be seen on computer
on a personal camera or smartphone as you pass by a computer. Any easily accessible PHI data
signals an area that needs to be addressed.
This assessment also takes into account a variety of sources of data that may be overlooked by a
DIY security protocol, such as auto logouts and lockout settings, camera systems, electronic locks,
and alarms to provide a truly comprehensive view of your environment.

risk for serious breaches of data and personal security.
Your patients literally trust you with a
this relationship seriously understand that
maintaining patient privacy and security is a
vitally important process.
While protecting this amount of PHI can be
a scary process, it is less scary when you
the expertise and the experience to secure
your data environment against established
and developing threats in the healthcare
marketplace and maintain that relationship
of trust and protection between you and your
healthcare customers.
Contact us now for a HIPAA Consultation. Our HIPAA consultation covers all of the tools listed above, and
will give you the information you need to secure your PHI.

Contact Us Now For A HIPAA Consultation
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that form the backbone of their business operations. Because of this, we work closely with several kinds of
from ever becoming a problem.
Our team of technical experts also work with our clients proactively to assess and prevent security threats
on an ongoing basis. If you are looking to ensure that your company is safe from viruses, ransomware,
phishing emails, or other dangerous threats that can bring your operation to a grinding halt, get in touch
way that it needs to.
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